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University of New York (CUNY) from 2019-2025 and as Founding Director of the Futures
Initiative (2014-2025) and is Distinguished Professor Emerita of English, Digital
Humanities, and Data Analysis and Visualization at the Graduate Center, CUNY. She is also
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was named the first Vice Provost for Interdisciplinary Studies, leading innovation in some
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Davidson has published numerous academic and trade nonfiction books, ranging from
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aspects of the history of technology, and writing extensively about the internet, with
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offers a unique, hands-on perspective on technology. When she cofounded HASTAC, an
academic social network before Facebook or even its predecessor MySpace or any other
“social media” existed, she and her colleagues met with Jimmy Wales to discuss developing



their first website. They were building a revolutionary “wiki” designed to host
“crowdsourcing” (a term that didn't exist yet). A year later, Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger
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collaboration platform that HASTAC subjected to global Usability Testing and were able to
crash, prompting Google to discontinue its development and saving them millions of
dollars and preventing lots of consumer heartache). On HASTAC Commons, she recently
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